


We are now accepting applications for Clinical Assessment and Decision Making (NHS Lothian), formerly known as Clinical Decision Making (CDM) and Community Clinical Decision Making (CCDM)

	Why have we combined Acute Adult CDM, Acute Paediatric CDM and Community Clinical Decision-Making (NHS Lothian) modules into one?

	There are significant benefits of one combined module as this increases flexibility by allowing access to relevant teaching to develop your role appropriate to the needs of your clinical service. 


	Why the change of name?
	Clinical Assessment and Decision Making (NHS Lothian) recognises the requirement for clinical assessment in the title. This is to differentiate from non-clinical decision-making modules often called Clinical Decision Making.


	Who is eligible?
	Nursing staff, AHPs and Pharmacists who have a role within mental health, primary or secondary care (adult and/or paediatric) which require development of clinical competence in person centred clinical assessment and clinical decision making.


	What is the level of study?
	SCQF level 10 which is degree honours.  The module is accredited at Queen Margaret University.


	What is the module length?
	The module will run over 5 months with 2 intakes per year:  January- June and September-January.


	Why do I have to select competencies?
	This is to ensure the competencies undertaken are applicable to your clinical practice, this will make the competencies achievable if they are required within your role.  Competencies must be 100% complete after selection which will be agreed on the Tripartite Agreement with your clinical manager and practice assessor prior to or at the start of the module.


	What are the competencies choices?
	· Adult Core Competencies
· Paediatric Core Competencies
· Additional Adult Competencies
· Additional Paediatric Competencies





	Adult Core Competencies
	These are mandatory for all students from adult services including acute secondary care inpatient areas, mental health services, and primary care.  

Adult Core Competencies include:  Patient history taking, Respiratory examination, Cardiac examination, Gastrointestinal examination, Renal assessment, Neurological/Mental Health and Well being assessment, Pain Assessment and Management.


	Additional Adult Competencies
	These are optional competencies which must be applicable to your clinical service, you should only select the competencies relevant to your clinical practice. Once agreed, these must be completed.

ECG rhythm recognition, 12 Lead ECG interpretation, Chest Xray interpretation, Arterial Blood Gas Analysis.


	Paediatric Core Competencies
	These are mandatory for all students working in paediatric services and for those in primary care who assess children (general practice, LUCS, and the Flow Centre)

Paediatric Core Competencies include:  Patient history taking, Top-to-toe Assessment, Respiratory Management and exam, Cardiovascular Assessment, Gastrointestinal Assessment, ENT Assessment, Assessment of Rashes.


	Additional Paediatric Competencies
	These are optional secondary care based competencies which must be applicable to your clinical service, you should only select the competencies relevant to your clinical practice. Once agreed, these must be completed.

Neurological assessment in secondary care, Pain assessment and management in secondary care, Arterial Blood Gas Interpretation, Chest X-ray interpretation, Fluid Management in Acute services.


	What is the module fee?
	The module fee for NHS Lothian staff including staff from Independent General Practice within NHS Lothian is £580. Staff from other health boards and third sector areas will be considered dependent on availability of spaces.





	How do I apply?
	Please discuss your interest in the module with your line manager to ensure it is appropriate for your clinical role. We require one application from your Line Manager (Band 7 and above), and you will be required to provide your manager with your personal details to complete the application. The application is done via MS Forms and must include all required information. The link to the form is found at the end of this page.

	How will I know I have a place on the module?
	You and your supporting manager will be informed after the closing date for the applications.  

Associate Nurse Directors will be involved in selection and allocation of places.


	How do I access the module?
	You will be required to matriculate with Queen Margaret University who will contact you via the personal email address you supply (they cannot use your NHS Lothian email).

Once you have successfully matriculated, you will be given access to the HUB, we highly recommend completing the HUB induction series as all module delivery will be virtual using the HUB and the Virtual Classroom.


	What is the layout of study days?
	The study days are scheduled online from 0900-1630. We will have a mixture of live sessions where you will be expected to attend and contribute (synchronous sessions) and there will be ‘free time’ in which you are expected to prepare for sessions or review material from previous sessions to consolidate (asynchronous learning).


	How do I pick the study days to attend?
	All staff are required to attend the 3 core study days for everyone.  There are then 4 core study days for students from adult services and 3 core study days for students from paediatric services.  Students who assess children, young people and adults should attend both adult and paediatric core study days. There are then 3 study days for the adult secondary care inpatient students, 3 study days adult community/primary care/mental health students, and 4 for paediatric secondary care students.  

Whilst sessions are recorded, students should attend all relevant sessions to allow for interaction and questions. Sessions related to the additional adult and paediatric competencies are optional if you are not required to undertake these competencies in your practice.





	Clinical Support for Learning in Practice
	In alignment with the NMC Standards for Student Supervision and Assessment, you will be expected to identify an appropriate Practice Assessor and, if required, Practice Supervisor(s) to supervise and assess your clinical competency.  This is previously the ‘mentor’ role, specifics of each role are detailed below:

Practice Assessor:  Advanced Nurse Practitioners, Specialist Nurses, AHPs, previous CCDM/CDM students with current and appropriate competencies, or medical staff FY2 or above. Your Practice Assessor will preferably be from your clinical area and will guide and support your learning in practice and achievement of the learning outcomes for the duration of the module. Your Practice Assessor must complete at least one clinical competency with you and must review your competency booklet giving you final sign-off for completion of all competencies and an overall rating on the Global Rating Scale.

Practice Supervisor:  you may also have a practice supervisor(s) who will also support your learning or may focus on specific competencies related to their clinical practice. Practice Supervisors must also be Advanced Nurse Practitioners, Specialist Nurses, AHPs, previous CCDM/CDM students with appropriate competencies, or medical staff FY2 or above.




MS Form Application form link - https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=veDvEDCgykuAnLXmdF5JmvY5wiam7DNPqOvv2BLgRs9UQUlSMk5LT0YzS0tYS1cwRk1aWVBHNEFLUC4u 

CADM Dates for September 2023:
	
Study day selection


	
Dates

	Core days for all students:  

	September 5th, 14th, 25th

	Core days for all students based in adult services:

	September 11th, 20th, 27th, Oct 2nd

	Core days for all students based in children and young people services and those who work with CYP in primary care (General Practice and LUCS)
	September 7th, 19th, 28th

	Adult acute inpatient students:

	Oct 5th, 11th, 26th

	Children and Young People services only (students from RHSCYP,  CAMHS/School Nursing)

	September 21st, October 3rd, 10th, 25th
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Assignment deadlines:

	Draft Critical Analysis
	 31st October
	

	2000-word Critical Analysis Paper
	 11th December 2023
	Papers

	Competency Workbook
	 11th January
	Competencies

	Virtual VIVA
	 15th-18th January 2024
	Day and time slot allocated










